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Wings Over Wendy’s Tours Reagan Library 

Cowboys History & Hollywood Exhibition  
On January 29, 2026, 35 Wings Over Wendy’s members toured the Cowboys History & Hollywood Exhibition at the 

Reagan Library in Simi Valley. After the tour, many members had lunch in the library cafeteria. 

 

WINGS 

 

NEWS 



 

February 2026 - Page 2 of 12 

Among those attending the tour were: Dave Anderson, Lee and Cherie Auger, Ron Boggess, Michael and Edith Castro, 
Barry Chapman, Tony Cubarrubia, Gerald Detamore, Jan Edwards, Bob and Nancy Eisenhart, Gordon Fell, Glenn Gates, 
David Greenberg, Marilyn Hauck, Fred Kaplan, Penny and Victor Korechoff, Erick and Jill Lace, Marion Lovelace, Frank 
Lopez, Don MaClay, Richard and Robin McGrath, Jo Jo Peralta, Ed Reynolds, Jeff Scott, Jim and Lynn Sommer, Bob Stiles, 
Jay Tizzer, Karen and Timothy Velarde. 
 

 

January 2026 Meetings 
 

January 5, 2026 

 
 

USS Kentucky: The 

Ultimate Weapon Of Mass 

Destruction 
The January 5, 2026, meeting was conducted at the 

Canoga Park Elks Lodge, with a video titled USS Kentucky: 

The Ultimate Weapon of Mass Destruction. 

The video describes a highly classified 70-day mission 

of the USS Kentucky, a nuclear ballistic missile submarine, 

as it departs its home port in Washington state. Captain 

Benjamin Pearson commands the $2 billion weapon 

system, which carries up to 24 Trident nuclear missiles 

capable of striking targets over 12,000 kilometers away. 

The crew, including Weapons Officer Lieutenant Eric 

Hunter and Officer of the Deck Lieutenant Paul Lenz, must 

maintain constant readiness for a potential strategic launch. 

At the same time, the submarine undergoes a series of 

maneuvers called angles and dangles to test its systems and 

ensure watertight integrity. 

The USS Kentucky submarine is on a top-secret 

mission in the Pacific Ocean, with junior officer Paul Lenz 

completing a 6-hour training shift. During the mission, 

Captain Pearson orders Lenz to bring the sub up to 

periscope depth, but they must wait due to an unidentified 

ship contact. The crew later conducts an emergency dive 

drill to escape detection or avoid collision, demonstrating 

their stealth capabilities. Meanwhile, the crew, including 

corpsman Joe Anderton and executive officer Adam 

Hudson, is focused on earning their dolphins, a symbol of 

trust and expertise in submarine operations. The mission 

also includes fire drills and other training exercises to 

prepare the crew for potential emergencies. 

The video discussed life on the USS Kentucky, a 

nuclear submarine, focusing on its capabilities, crew 

routines, and training exercises. The crew undergoes 

intense drills, including simulated attacks and nuclear 

missile launches, to ensure readiness for potential conflicts. 

The discussion highlighted the challenges of living in 

confined quarters for extended periods, the importance of 

maintaining communication with command, and the 

submarine's strategic deterrence mission. The conversation 

ended with updates on the crew's next steps, including 

upcoming shore duty and future patrols. 

January 12, 2026 

 

On The Brink Of World 

Annihilation – Operation 

Able Archer 
(Continued page 3) 
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On January 12, 2026, Dr. Michael Koslow gave a 

presentation about his years in the Air Force Office of 

Special Investigations (AFOSI) 

The meeting focused on a detailed presentation by 

Mike Koslow, a former Air Force OSI agent, who shared 

his experiences during the Cold War, particularly his role 

in Operation Ryan in Europe from 1984-1987. Koslow 

described his mission to identify and neutralize Soviet 

intelligence activities, including working with local law 

enforcement to track terrorist organizations and conducting 

covert operations in East Germany. He detailed how his 

team worked to dismantle Soviet intelligence capabilities 

while maintaining strict operational security, and explained 

how they successfully reduced terrorist threats in the region 

within 18 months. The presentation included a discussion 

of specific incidents, including a car chase in East Germany 

and his experiences at the Moscow restaurant in East 

Berlin, while highlighting the technological and human 

intelligence aspects of his work. 

Dr. Koslow, a former Air Force OSI member, shared 

his experience about the Cold War and Operation Able 

Archer in 1983. He explained how the Soviet Union, under 

Yuri Andropov, became increasingly concerned about the 

United States' technological advancements and potential 

for a preemptive nuclear strike. He described several 

incidents that heightened Soviet paranoia, including a 

Korean Airlines flight that was shot down by Soviet forces 

and a false alarm that nearly triggered a nuclear launch. He 

emphasized the importance of military camaraderie and 

mentorship, and concluded by highlighting the dangers of 

misinterpretation and the need for cooler heads to prevent 

nuclear conflict. 

Mike shared this experience as a counterintelligence 

agent during the Cold War, detailing his role in monitoring 

Soviet activities and neutralizing terrorist threats in Europe. 

He described agents' training, operations, and interactions 

with local authorities and civilians, emphasizing the 

importance of human intelligence and relationships in 

gathering information. Mike highlighted the tense 

atmosphere of the time, including a close encounter with 

potential attackers, and explained how agents' efforts 

contributed to reducing terrorist activities in the region 

within 18 months. 

The meeting focused on a discussion about Cold War 

intelligence operations and military experiences. A retired 

military officer shared their experiences serving in Europe 

during the 1980s, including details about carrying weapons, 

participating in exercises with the Strategic Air Command, 

and conducting intelligence operations against the Soviet 

Union. He discussed the importance of language skills, 

particularly Russian and Hebrew, and the challenges of 

operating in East Germany. Dr. Koslow also touched on the 

1983 Beirut barracks bombing and the intelligence failures 

that led to it. Throughout the discussion, he emphasized the 

importance of maintaining a strong military presence and 

intelligence capabilities to ensure national security. 

 

Bob Eisenhart and Ed Reynolds present Dr. Michael 
Koslow with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

January 19, 2026 

 

In-Flight Refueling From 

1949 to 2025 
On January 19, 2026, we met at the Canoga Park Elks 

Lodge. The subject was In-flight refueling from 1949 to 

2025. It started with a showing of a 1949 USAF Training 

film titled Air-to-Air Refueling, which demonstrates how 

fuel is transferred between B-29 bombers.  

Ed Reynolds then discussed how this method was used 

by the Strategic Air Command to fly a B-50 (LadyII) 

around the world without landing, thus indicating to the 

Soviet Union that the US could bomb any target in the 

world from a US base using air-to-air refueling. 

Despite the mission's success, General LeMay was 

unhappy with the time required for a fuel transfer and 

challenged Boeing to design a more direct method. And, 

within two years, the “flying boom” and “probe and 

drogue” methods were deployed by the military. Bomber 

pilots preferred the flying boom because it delivered more 

fuel in a shorter time, and it became the Strategic Air 

Command standard on KC-97 and then KC-135 Tanker 

aircraft. 
(Continued page 4) 
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Why the US Navy and US Air 

Force Use Different Refueling 

Methods 
The second video on January 19, 2026, was titled 

“Why US Navy and US Air Force Use Different Refueling 

Methods.” 

The video explains why the US Navy and US Air 

Force use two very different aerial‑refueling systems, 

tracing the history, engineering trade‑offs, and operational 

needs that shaped each method. 

The video explores how long modern fighter jets can 

remain airborne without refueling and why aerial refueling 

became essential for US military aviation. Early jets had 

limited range, and the Air Force—focused on long‑distance 

strategic missions—developed the flying boom, a rigid, 

high‑flow refueling system operated by a boom operator 

lying in the tail of a tanker. This system transfers fuel 

extremely quickly, which was crucial for Cold War 

bombers and later for fighters that needed rapid top‑offs 

during long missions. 

The Navy, however, faced a different challenge: 

carrier operations. Aircraft had to approach tankers in 

turbulent, pitching sea air, often at lower speeds. The Navy 

adopted the probe‑and‑drogue system, which uses a flexible 

hose with a stabilizing basket. It is slower but far more 

forgiving during approach, safer around carrier decks, and 

easier to mount on multiple aircraft—including fighters that 

can serve as “buddy tankers.” This flexibility allows the 

Navy to refuel aircraft even when dedicated tankers aren’t 

available. 

The video highlights historical aircraft like the KC‑97, 

whose slow speed made refueling jets difficult, and the 

KC‑135, which solved that problem but introduced new 

limitations, such as requiring separate hardware for boom 

vs. drogue operations. The military developed the Boom 

Drogue Adapter (BDA) to allow boom‑equipped tankers to 

refuel drogue‑only aircraft, but it comes with flow‑rate and 

stability compromises. 

Stealth aircraft add another layer of complexity: their 

refueling doors and slipways must preserve 

radar‑low‑observable geometry, which affects where and 

how refueling ports are placed. The video also explains 

what happens when a boom or hose fails to retract—tankers 

have procedures to land safely with equipment extended, 

though it’s not ideal. 

A key insight is that although the drogue system 

transfers fuel more slowly, it can speed up overall 

operations by allowing multiple hoses to be deployed at 

once, enabling simultaneous refueling of two aircraft—

something the boom cannot do. 

In the end, the Air Force prioritizes speed and volume, 

while the Navy prioritizes flexibility, safety, and carrier 

compatibility. Both systems persist because each branch’s 

mission demands a different balance of engineering 

trade‑offs. 

January 26, 2026 

 

 

A Return To The Old 

Fort by George Menard 
(Continued page 5) 
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    ory by  eorge  enard
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We returned to the High School Auditorium on 

January 26, 2026, for a presentation by Nancy Eisenhart, 

with a voice-over by Max Carlisle of a story based on letters 

written and received by Nancy’s stepfather as follows: 

 

 

George accepted the offer. 

 

He found familiar sights that brought back old 

memories of his days stationed at the Fort, along with some 

new ones. 

 

 

 

He was honored: 

 
 

(Continued page 6) 
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COL Loeffke, invited him to observe war games with 

MG Volney  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy with the $195.75 clay SLAB-ROLLER. 
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Phoro by Larry Kushner 

Bob Eisenhart and Ed Reynolds present a Certificate 
of Appreciation to Max Carlisle and Nancy Eisenhart. 
 

Wings Over Wendy's 

Future Events: 
 

 

 

2026 Bi-Annual Group 

Picture is Scheduled for 

March 23, 2026 

In the Auditorium 
 

2026 Canoga Park 

Memorial Day Parade 

May 25, 2026 

 

2026 Awards Luncheon 

September 24, 2026 

Woodland Hills Country 

Club 
 

 

 

Wings Over Wendy's 

Partner Club Events: 
 

 
MOAA/MOWW DINNER MEETING 

18 FEBRUARY 2026 
 

BGen Paul Lebidine served for 33 years in the 

Marine Corps. His career included three one-year 

deployments in Iraq and two one-year tours in 

Afghanistan. He is currently Commander of the BG 

Holland MOWW Chapter. The subject of his 

presen a ion is “The De isions and the Withdraw from 

 fghanis an”.  

Check-in starts at 5:30 
Buffet line starts at 6:30 
Program begins at 7:30 

RSVP to Dan Pemberton at  
177 Erten St. Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 

NLT 16 February 2026 
dhpinto@aol.com 805-807-7788 

Cost is $35, payable by check or cash at the door. 

Los Robles Greens Banquet Center 
299 S. Moorpark Road,  

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
 

CANOGA – OWNESMOUTH 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FEBRUARY 11, 2026 

MEETING 
(Continued page 8) 

mailto:dhpinto@aol.com
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LA Metro Expansion Beneath your Feet! 
Please join us on Wednesday evening for our 

February 11th, 2026 
Regular meeting and a Special presentation 

Our speaker, Mr. Matthew R. Crow, P.E., Deputy 
Executive Officer, L.A. Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, will bring insight to this significant 
undertaking beneath our feet. 
Metro is unique among the nation’s transportation 
agencies. It serves as a transportation planner, 
coordinator, designer, builder, and operator for the 
country’s largest, most populous county. The Purple 
(D Line) Extension will strengthen access across Los 
Angeles. This high-capacity, zero-emission rail line 
extends from Los Angeles to the Westside, 
improving transportation access across Los Angeles. 
Please call Dave Anderson regarding reservations, 

Cell Phone 1.818.515.2336 [space is somewhat 
Limited] 

The Canoga-Owensmouth Historical Society is 
located in the old Fire Station, at: 7248 

Owensmouth Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91303 
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit in support of our 

community.7 PM Wednesday, 11 February 2026 
Canoga Park Community Center 

7248 Owensmouth Avenue 
Canoga Park, CA 
All are welcome, 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 826 
FEBRUARY 14, 2026 

 
Second Saturday each month 

7 pm to 10 pm $25 couple 
$10 meal 

RSVP to Bucky 818-692-0701 

 

In Memoriam 

 

Dr. Abraham Hoffman 
09/25/1938 to 01/22/2026 

We received a notice of the passing during January 

2026 of our great Military and California Historian, Dr. 

Abraham Hoffman.  

Dr. Hoffman was born in Los Angeles. He attended 

Los Angeles City College and received B.A. and M.A. 

degrees from Los Angeles State College (now CSU, Los 

Angeles), then earned his doctorate in History at UCLA. He 

taught in Los Angeles schools for more than thirty years 

and has been an adjunct professor at Los Angeles Valley 

College since 1974. 

Abe’s books include Unwanted Mexican Americans in 

the Great Depression: Repatriation Pressures, 1929-1939 

(1974), Vision or Villainy: Origins of the Owens Valley-

Los Angeles Water Controversy (1981), An Oklahoma 

Tragedy:  The Shooting of the Mexican Students, 1931 

(1987),  California Then and Now (1996), and Mono Lake: 

From Dead Sea to Environmental Treasure (2014). 

California’s Worst Earthquakes (2017).  
(Continued page 9) 



 

February 2026 - Page 9 of 12 

Hoffman also served on the board of editors for 

Southern California Quarterly. He reviewed books and has 

contributed articles to many different history publications, 

including California History, California Territorial 

Quarterly, Journal of the West, Pacific Historical Review, 

Pacific Historian, Western Historical Quarterly, and  

Western States Jewish History. One of the most prolific 

historical writers of Western America, Dr. Hoffman has, by 

conservative estimate, published more than 700 book 

reviews over the past four decades. 

Since joining Wings Over Wendy’s in 2018, he has 

been the most frequent speaker on a wide variety of 

historical subjects, from the Japanese submarines attacking 

California to the history of LAX, Teddy Roosevelt, and 

more. 
 

Prayers 
Duane Buckley and Morris Litwack 

 

February Birthdays 
John Wordin February 03 1963 
Richard Carrillo February 05 1946 
Lynne Davies February 09 1941 
Sam Feola February 09 1945 
Christine McIntosh  February 09 1953 
John Cromwell February 12 1942 
Lori Netzen February 12 1958 
David Alvaraz February 13 1947 
Earl Roth February 16 1941 
Ed Barkett February 18 1957 
David Silvera February 21 1945 
Norman Silverman February 24 2039 
Lucie Volotzky February 25 1955 
Boyd Davis February 28 1946 
 

Wings News Patrons 
The following is a list of WOW members who have 

contributed $10 to fund the publication for 12 months.  

David Alvarez  Lee Ambers 
Shirley Ambers  Dave Anderson 
Lillian Anderson  Shirley Andrews 
Lee Auger  Mark Ax 
Peggy Jean Bassett  Tom Bates 
Ron Boggess  John Boiko 
Robert Bremer  Duane Buckley 
Gary Burcham  Richard Burns 
Marge Callahan  Max Carlisle 
Michael Castro  Barry Chapman 
John Cromwell  Boyd Davis 
Gerald Detamore  William Dillon 

Bob Donovan  Ricard Dunner 
Steve Dunner  Jan Edwards 
Bob Eisenhart  Nancy Eisenhart 
Mike Emch  Nancy Emch 
Gordon Fell  Sharon Fine 
David Freeman  Bill Garland 
Glenn Gates  David Greenberg 
Bruce Greenwood  Marilyn Hauck 
Peter Helm  Richard Hernandez 
Abe Hoffman  Carol Jensen 
Julio Jimenez  Fred Kaplan 
Steve Klausner  Jerry Knotts 
Andy Kopetzky  Victor Korechoff 
Larry Kushner  Erick Lace 
Jill Lace  Robert Lanthier 
Howard Lewis  Vivian Lewis 
Martin Light  Morris Litwack 
Frank Lopez  Marion Lovelace 
Don Maclay  Chuck Mathews 
Rosadel McClure  Richard McGrath 
Christine McIntosh   Shannon Muchow 
Sheldon Ochiti  Dan Pemberton 
Maurice Portnoy  Anne Marie Radel 
Richard Raskoff  Bill Ratner 
Bob Reeves  Ed Reynolds 
Larrie Rhodes  Maria Rodriguez 
Ray Rodriguez  Andy Romanisky 
Ronald Roscoe  Earl Roth 
Stanley Salmore  Bruce Schultz 
Randy Silverman  Jim Sivazlian 
Jim Sommers  Nathan  Spiewak 
Oscar Stein  Dave Steinbacher 
Chip Stevens  Bob Stiles 
Sharon Fine  Alice Stone 
Michael Sugar  Howard Swerdlick 
David Timmerman  David Tostenson 
Maurice Vasquez  Karen Vegtel 
Karen Velarde  Timothy Velarde 
Joe Weber  Bruce Wiener 
Rochelle Wiener  Dave Worley 
Ellie Harrison  Martin Light 
 

Wings & Meeting Staff 
Publisher: Ed Reynolds 
Editor: Ed Reynolds (&Grammarly) 
Photographers: Larry Kushner, Dave 
Anderson, Judy Lamppu, Andy Kopetzky, 
Michael Sugar 
Audio & Video: Max Carlisle 
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Meeting Secretaries: Marion Lovelace, 
Shirley Andrews 
Programs & Speakers: Bob Eisenhart 
Tours: Dave Anderson, Jim Sommers 
Events: Gloria Derge 
Treasurer: Gordon Fell 
Hats & Shirts: David Alvarez, Bruce Schultz 
Name Tags: Ed Reynolds 
Raffle Tickets: David Greenberg, Lee Ambers 
Raffle: Fred Kaplan, Ed Reynolds 
Decorations: Fred Kaplan, Bill Ratner 
Technical Assistance: Max Carlisle 
Coffee & Donut Crew: Barry Chapman, Mark 
Ax, Karen & Tim Velarde, 
Room Setup Crew: David Greenberg, David 
Tostenson, John Boiko, Bill Ratner, Dave 
Steinbacher 

 

Board of Directors  

501 (c) (7), Social Club 

President:  Ed Reynolds 
Vice President: Bill Ratner 
Treasurer:  Gordon Fell 
Secretary:  Nancy Eisenhart 
Member: Dave Anderson 
Member: Bob Eisenhart 
Member: Bruce Schultz 
 

Reminder 
Wings Over Wendy’s monthly 

food drive is on Monday, 

February 5th 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Wings Over Wendy's 
Clothing 

 

Hats & Polo shirts Jackets 

 
T-Shirt (For casual wear 

Not for meetings) 
Order from David Alvarez 

818-389-2035 
dfsadraw@aol.com 

or Bruce Schultz 
818 489-4021 

bschultz49@gmail.com 

Order Name Tags from 
Ed Reynolds 818-421-8946 
ed_reynoldsjr@msn.com 

 

mailto:dfsadraw@aol.com
mailto:bschultz49@gmail.com
mailto:ed_reynoldsjr@msn.com
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PIERCE FLORIST

Lori Brainard

10621 Victory Boulevard

North Hollywood, CA 

91606

(818) 761-4280

 


