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2025 Wings Over Wendy's Annual 

Award Luncheon 
 

 

On Thursday, September 25, 2025, Wings Over 

Wendy’s held their annual awards luncheon at the 

Woodland Hills Country Club. The event was the largest 

yet, with over 160 attendees. It featured a revised floor plan 

with the screen positioned on the floor, slanted in the left 

corner below the stage, providing an unrestricted view for 

all attendees. 

 
Bob Donovan served as the Master of 

Ceremonies, 

 

Ester Shifren provided piano music,  

 

Max Carlisle was again the technician for the 
event. 

(Continued page 2) 
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For the first time, the El Camino Charter High 
School Navy Junior ROTC conducted the 

Presentation of Colors. 

 
Rabbi Michael Barclay conducted the Invocation. 

 

Miss USO Heidi-Marie Ferren sang the 
National Anthem. 

Followed by Bob Donovan performing a Jimmy 

Weldon-like rendition of the poem “I am the flag.” 

A roll call of members who have “Flown West” since 

the last 2024 Awards Luncheon was shown on the screen, 

with Bob emphasizing their accomplishments as their faces 

scrolled past.  

Arthur Hershey  11/13/24 
Ethel Margolin  01/28/25 
Larry Schlesinger 02/08/25 
Paul Boghossian 03/05/25 
Verne Disney  04/16/25 
Gordon Osborne 05/04/25 
Bruce Wiener  08/10/25 

A video of TAPS at Arlington National Cemetery was 

played. Bob then recognized the VIPs in the room, calling 

out their contributions to Wings Over Wendy’s, the events 

they host, or the Veteran Groups they lead. He then honored 

the World War II veterans in attendance. 

 

A video with a personal greeting from Gary 
Sinise saluting Wings Over Wendy’s was 

shown. 

 

Ed Reynolds and LA County Supervisor 
Lindsey Horvath’s Field Deputy, Tracey Cooper-
Harris, presented a Centennial certificate to Bill 
Dillon for living over 101 years. 

(Continued page 3) 
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Ed Reynolds and Tracey Cooper-Harris, 
presented a Centennial certificate to Jack 
Moran for living over 100 years. 

 

Beatrice Restifo was also presented with a 

Centennial certificate for living over 100 years.  

 

Ed Reynolds presented a Wings Over 
Wendy’s 15 Years of Attendance plaque to 

Andy Kopetzky. 

David Greenberg received a plaque for his 
weekly support in setting up the Monday 

morning meeting room and helping members. 

 

Jill and Eric Lace received a plaque for their 
support in setting up the Monday morning 

meeting room at the Canoga Park Elks Lodge. 

 
LT Rodger Chartland then conducted the 

POW/MIA  Table Ceremony. 
At 12:30, lunch was served. New for this year, a table 

was set aside for the desserts.  
(Continued page 4) 
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Steve Oliver sang during the meal, and a few 
people danced. 

 

Calabasas Councilmembers Ed Albrecht and 
David Shapiro, along with Deputy City Manager 
Michael McConville, presented Wings Over 
Wendy’s with a Certificate. 

Then, Ron Rubine from Councilmember John Lee’s 

office and Alice Roth from Councilmember Bob 

Blumenfeld’s office presented Centennial certificates to 

Bill Dillon, Jack Moran, and Beatrice Restifo. 

Randy Silverman’s daughter, Michele Lieberman, 

won the 50/50 and donated the $500 winnings to the 

organization. The Silent Auction sold about 45 items. 
 

 

September 2025 

Meetings 
 

September 1, 2025 
The Labor Day, September 1, 2025, meeting was held 

at the Canoga Park Elks Lodge. 

 

Lee Alber’s Daughter 

Visits WOW Meeting 
On September 1, 2025, Lee Alber’s Daughter, Liza, 

visited the Wings Over Wendy’s meeting at the Canoga 

Park Elks Lodge. 

 

Aimee Cornwell’s 

Daughter Visits WOW 

Meeting from Spain 
Also on September 1, 2025, Aimee Cornwell’s 

daughter, Danielle, visited the Wings Over Wendy’s 

meeting. She is currently living in Spain, and told us about 

her father taking her to veterans meetings growing up, and 

that, sadly, she lost her husband during the Iraq War. 
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Gloria Derge Joins 

Wings Over Wendy’s 
On September 1, 2025, Wings Over Wendy’s 

welcomed Gloria Derge to join the Monday meeting group.  

 

 

Enola Gay Navigator 

Witness to War 
The first featured presentation on September 1, 2025, 

was a video of an interview with “Dutch” Van Kirk, the 

navigator assigned to the 509th Composite Group and to the 

crew of the Enola Gay B-29 that dropped the first Atomic 

Bomb on Hiroshima. 

The discussion focused on the navigator's experience 

during the atomic bomb mission over Hiroshima. Dutch 

described the training requirements, including the need to 

be 11 miles away from the bomb when it explodes, and 

detailed the differences between the uranium and 

plutonium bombs used. He recounted the mission's 

execution, including the arming of the bomb by Captain 

Parsons, the takeoff with an overloaded plane, and the 

successful dropping of the bomb. He also described the 

shockwaves and the subsequent mushroom cloud, 

emphasizing the lack of enemy opposition and the perfect 

weather conditions. 

 

Col (USMC Retired) 

Joseph Sweeney's Talk 

on the Bockscar B-29  
The second presentation was a talk at the National 

Museum of the USAF by Col Joseph Sweeney, USMC 

(Retired), the son of Major Charles W. Sweeney, who was 

the pilot of the Bockscar B-29 Superfortress that dropped 

the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan, on August 9, 1945. 

Col. Sweeney discussed his father's experiences as a 

pilot during World War II, with a particular focus on his 

involvement in the atomic bomb mission.  

His father, Chuck Sweeney, was selected by Colonel 

Tibbets to fly one of the B-29s that dropped the bomb on 

Hiroshima. Despite not knowing the full purpose of the 

mission, Sweeney and his crew trained extensively for the 

unprecedented task. Colonel Sweeney emphasized the 

secrecy surrounding the mission and the challenges faced 

by the pilots, who had to develop new techniques to drop 

and escape the bomb's explosion safely. 

The two presentations recounted the details of two 

significant bombing missions during World War II: the 

Hiroshima mission on August 6th and the Nagasaki mission 

on August 9th. They described how Paul Tibbets, flying the 

Enola Gay, and Charles Sweeney, flying the B-29 

Bockscar, successfully dropped atomic bombs on cities, 

leading to Japan's unconditional surrender six days later. It 

emphasized the technical challenges and bravery involved 

in the missions, including fuel issues, cloud cover, and 

enemy fire. 

September 8, 2025 

 
(Continued page 6 
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Army Security Agency 

in West Berlin 
On September 8, 2025, the meetings returned to the 

ECRCHS North Campus Auditorium. The featured 

presentation was a talk by Norman Silverman on the 

activities of the US Army Security Agency (ASA) during 

the Cold War in West Berlin. ASA was directly subordinate 

to the National Security Agency. All field stations had NSA 

agents on site, gathering information that had time-sensitive 

value depending on its classification. Information was 

passed through NSA intelligence channels within hours of 

intercept for the lowest-priority items, and in as little as 10 

minutes for the most highly critical information. 

 

The ASA personnel primarily resided in the American 

Sector at the Andrews Barracks. They worked at either the 

Teufelsberg Site in the British Sector or the Gunewald and 

Rudow sites in the American Sector. 

Norman described their unique working conditions, 

including wearing fatigues instead of uniforms and working 

in shifts around the clock, while maintaining a presence in 

multiple locations, including West Berlin and Vietnam. 

He highlighted cultural and humanitarian efforts to 

rebuild the city post-World War II, including support for a 

children's orphanage and organizing events such as the 

Berliner Folk Festival. 

Norman showed us pictures of the monitoring sites, 

interaction with the Berlin people, discussed the “Berlin 

Airlift” in 1948-49, the uprising in 1951, and eventually the 

building of the wall. 

The Berlin Wall was built in August 1961, dividing the 

city and restricting movement between East and West 

Berlin. The US and its allies, including President Kennedy, 

strongly supported West Berlin, sending Vice President 

Johnson and later Bobby Kennedy to show solidarity. The 

wall evolved through four versions between 1961 and 1989, 

with the death strip becoming a notorious symbol of the 

division. Despite the challenges, the US and its allies 

maintained a presence in West Berlin, and the wall 

eventually fell in 1989. 

Norman shared insights into historical events, 

focusing on the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, where Soviet 

submarines armed with nuclear torpedoes were detected by 

the US Navy, leading to a tense standoff that brought the 

world to the brink of nuclear war The presentation 

concluded with a brief overview of ASA's role in 

intelligence operations during the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars, noting its integration into the US Military 

Intelligence Corps in 1976. 

 
Bob Eisenhart and Ed Reynolds present Norman Silverman 

with a Certificate of Appreciation for his talk at the 
September 8, 2025, meeting. 

September 15, 2025 

 

We Were There 

Surviving the Holocaust 

in Shanghai 
The featured presentation on September 15, 2025, was 

the story of two Jewish sisters who survived the Holocaust 

in Shanghai, China, telling their story from a child’s 

perspective. Their father was German and their mother 

Polish. In 1937, their father was taken by the Nazi’s and 

was found by his family in the Buchenwald Camp. He 

could leave the Camp if he left Germany. In 1938, passage 

was arranged for him and his wife to move to Shanghai, 

China, one of the few ports in the world that accepted 

Jewish refugees. (Continued page 7) 
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The Ghetto was entered via the archway. 
On January 27, 1939, they arrived in Shanghai and 

were assigned a room in the Hongkew Ghetto. By 

December 7, 1941, 20,000 jews were living in the Ghetto. 

Gitta and Monika were born in the Ghetto in December 

1939. Their father was employed at a water purification 

plant. 

After the US declared war in 1941, the family was 

relocated to a single room with four other families. The 

sisters attended kindergarten in a Jewish school. About that 

time, their mother disappeared. When the War ended, they 

were able to move back to one room. 

In 1946, their father remarried a woman with a 

daughter one year younger than they were. In 1948, they 

migrated to the United States and were sent to Duluth, MN, 

and four years later to Minneapolis, MN. 

Both sisters married. Monika earned a Ph.D. and is a 

nationally recognized educator, researcher, and speaker in 

the field of aging. 

The sisters have returned to Shanghai: 

 

They concluded the presentation by addressing many 

questions and comments from the audience. 

The sisters deliver this talk to numerous organizations, 

including the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. 

September 22, 2025 

 

Marylee Peña Brings 

Sherman Gardin, 

Principal, Lawrence 

Middle School, to Wings 

Over Wendy’s 
On September 22, 2025, Marylee Peña, Annual 

Honoring Veterans, Coordinator at the Lawrence Middle 

School, brought the school’s Principal, Sherman Gardin to 

the meeting to invite Wings Over Wendy’s members to 

their Honoring Veterans Program. The event is scheduled 

for Friday, November 7, 2025, from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm. 

The Elks Lodge provides lunch. 
 

 

 
(Continued page 8) 
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Street Cars, Big Guns, 

and Fast Jets 
The featured presentation on September 22, 2025, was 

a trio of videos: “Dick’s SoCal Railway Run One”, “Inside 

the V3 Nazi Super Gun”, and “The Impossible Airplane 

with a Ridiculous Requirement to Fly It”. 

Dick Burns' Railway Museum Birthday 

Dick Burns shared his 98th birthday celebration plans, 

which included visiting the Southern California Railway 

Museum in Paris, California. He described the museum's 

history and collection of rail cars, trolleys, and locomotives, 

as well as his personal connection to the Los Angeles 

Railway system from his childhood. Dick also 

demonstrated operating a vintage streetcar at the museum, 

followed by an announcement about his upcoming Honor 

Flight to San Diego on Thursday. 

V3 London Gun: Unbuilt Monster 

The V3 London Gun was a massive German weapon 

designed to shell London from across the English Channel, 

capable of firing 600 rounds per hour. Despite its 

impressive specifications, including a 460-foot length and 

the ability to fire shells at over four times the speed of 

sound, the gun never achieved its promised performance 

due to technical limitations and the cancellation of its 

planned production after Allied bombings. The Mimoyek 

Fortress, the underground bunker built to house the guns, 

was also damaged and never fully completed. Although the 

V3 design never saw combat use in its intended form, its 

innovations, such as the fin-stabilized discarding sabot 

round, have influenced modern military technology, 

particularly in armor-piercing rounds for main battle tanks. 

A-12 Oxcart: The Supersonic Spy 

The meeting discussed the history and development of 

the A-12 Oxcart, a highly classified CIA aircraft developed 

in the late 1950s to overfly the Soviet Union.  

The aircraft, led by Clarence Johnson, was designed to 

be radar-evading and capable of supersonic speeds, 

utilizing advanced materials such as titanium. Although its 

original mission was canceled after the U-2 incident, the A-

12 was later used for reconnaissance missions in Asia under 

Operation Black Shield.  

September 29, 2025 

 

Pollyanna Justice, Margaret Hauotman, and Ani 
Dermenjian 

Malibu “Veterans Day” 

Committee Visits WOW 
On September 29, 2025, the Malibu “Veterans Day 

Committee visited the Wings Over Wendy’s meeting and 

paid for everyone’s coffee and donuts. The ladies, led by 

Ani Dermenjian, invited Wings Over Wendy’s to attend 

and share their stories at the November 11th event, 

emphasizing the theme "Veterans Stronger Together."  

As in the past, a limousine will be provided to 

transport attendees from the West Hills area to Malibu and 

back. 

 
Dick Burns   Steve “Shep” Shepard 

Honor Flight Report 
Dick Burns shared his experience on his Honor Flight 

over the past weekend, highlighting the spirit of unity and 

patriotism he encountered. Shep provided additional 

insights into Dick's trip, emphasizing the generational 

representation and the transition of honoring different 

conflicts. 

 
(Continue page 9) 
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The Flying Tigers: How 

An American 

Transformed China’s 

Air Force 
The featured presentation on September 29, 2025, was 

a video titled: “The Flying Tigers: How An American 

Transformed China’s Air Force.” 

 

The American was Claire Chennault, a farmer-

turned-fighter pilot, and the video documented his life 

activities. The US Army Air Corps was developing a strategy 

to utilize bombers in conducting war. Claire was a vocal 

supporter of the effective use of fighter aircraft as an offensive 

weapon. 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek invited Chennault to 

train pilots in China's Air Force. Despite initial 

reluctance, Chennault accepted the offer due to the 

promising salary and the opportunity to fly any aircraft 

in the Chinese Air Force. Upon arrival, he discovered 

the dire state of China's air force, with only 90 

operational aircraft compared to Japan's 3,000. 

Chennault developed a strategy utilizing fighter 

formations against Japanese bombers, resulting in 

significant victories and proving the effectiveness of 

his tactics. He was given a Curtiss P-36 Hawk as a 

reward and used it to observe air battles and 

investigate Japanese activities in China. 
The video discussed the events leading up to and 

during the Sino-Japanese War, focusing on Claire 

Chennault's role in China's Air Force and the challenges 

faced by the Chinese military. It highlighted the support 

provided by the Soviet Union to China, including aircraft 

and pilots, and the eventual formation of the American 

Volunteer Group (AVG) with the help of President 

Roosevelt, which provided China with much-needed air 

support against Japan. The video also touched on the 

development and impact of advanced Japanese fighter 

planes, such as the Zero, and the underestimation of 

Japanese capabilities by Western powers. 
 

Wings Over Wendy's Future 

Events: 
 

 

 
MOAA/MOWW/ANA DINNER MEETING 

15 OCT 2025 

 

Dr. Bob Eisenhart, IEEE Life Fellow  
“                   J   ” 

His presentation will provide a brief overview of 
the People, Places, and Events that contributed to 
transforming a complex laboratory experiment into a 
weapon of war, ultimately culminating in the Japanese 
surrender in WWII. 

Dr. Bob Eisenhart has a deep connection to the 
military, both through his family and his own service. 
Born in San Antonio, Texas, into an Air Force family, his 
passion for military aviation, especially the B-29 
bombers that played a crucial role in ending World War 
II—actions in which his father was directly involved—
shaped his early interests. A 1960 Distinguished Army 
              w              ’                      
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Bob served two years 
of active duty with the US Army Security Agency in 
Arlington, Virginia, followed by three years in the 
reserves in Frankfurt, Germany.  

He was elected an IEEE Fellow in 1995 and a Life 
Fellow in 2005. He received the Microwave Theory and 
      q           ’                   w            
Award in 1999. His career focused on design, and he 
shared his expertise through numerous seminars at 
companies and universities. 

The cost is $35 
Date: Wednesday, 15 OCT 2025 

Check-in starts at 5:30 
Buffet line starts at 6:30 
Program begins at 7:30 

RSVP to Dan Pemberton at  
177 Erten St. 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
NLT 10 October 2025 

dhpinto@aol.com 
805-807-7788 

Los Robles Greens Banquet Center 
299 S. Moorpark Road,  

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
 

mailto:dhpinto@aol.com
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 

CANOGA – OWNESMOUTH 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
October 8, 2025 Meeting 

     ’       
Abe Hoffman, Ph.D., our resident 

historian, will present a unique perspective 
     w          ’                             
known today about this important part of 
Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley. 

Travel to the Santa Clarita Valley and 
north to the San Joaquin Valley was more 
than just difficult; nature did not provide an 
easy way to travel north out of the SFV 
before 1864. Abe will provide us with an 
explanation of how it came to be and where 
it is today. 

7 PM – Wednesday, 10 October 
Canoga Park Community Center 

7248 Owensmouth Avenue 
Canoga Park, CA 91307 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 826 
OCTOBER 13, 2025 

 
Second Saturday each month 

7 pm to 10 pm $25 couple 
$10 meal 

RSVP to Bucky 818-692-0701 
.  

 

In Memoriam 
Wings Over Wendy’s reported no fatalities in September 

2025. 
 

Prayers 
Unfortunately, members are at home. Our prayers are 

for a speedy recovery: Jerry Knotts, 
 

October Birthdays 
Steve Bordofsky  October 04, 1942 
Mas Okui   October 04, 1931 
Andy Romanisky  October 07, 1947 
Dolores Garland  October 08, 1943 
David Freeman  October 10, 1943 
Steve Shepard  October 10, 1967 
David Tostenson  October 12, 1946 
Bob Shattuck  October 20, 1948 
Bill Garland   October 22, 1943 
Howard Lewis  October 23, 1946 
Brad Uselmann  October 24, 1967 
Michael Castro  October 25, 1958 
Joe Weber   October 27, 1926 
Bruce Schultz  October 28, 1949 
Bill Tapp   October 28, 1936 
Chris Voronin  October 29, 1981 
Jerry Weinstein  October 29, 1931 

 

Wings News Patrons 
The following is a list of WOW members who have 

contributed $10 to fund the publication for 12 months.  

David Alvarez  Lee Ambers  
Shirley Ambers  Dave Anderson  
Lillian Anderson  Shirley Andrews  
Lee Auger  Mark Ax  
Peggy Jean Bassett  Tom Bates  
Bob Bermant  Ron Boggess  
John Boiko  Duane Buckley  
Gary Burcham  Richard Burns  
Marge Callahan  Max Carlisle  
Michael Castro  Barry Chapman  
John Cromwell  Boyd Davis  
Gerald Detamore  William Dillon  
Bob Donovan  Ricard Dunner  
Steve Dunner  Jan Edwards  
Bob Eisenhart  Nancy Eisenhart  
Mike Emch  Nancy Emch  
Gordon Fell  Sharon Fine  
Bill Garland  Glenn Gates  
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David Greenberg  Carter Greene  
Marilyn Hauck  Connie Hein  
Peter Helm  Corinne Ho  
Carol Jensen  Julio Jimenez  
Fred Kaplan  Steve Klausner  
Jerry Knotts  Andy Kopetzky  
Victor Korechoff  Larry Kushner  
Erick Lace  Jill Lace  
Robert Lanthier  Howard Lewis  
Vivian Lewis  Martin Light  
Morris Litwack  Marion Lovelace  
Don Maclay  Chuck Mathews  
Rosadel McClure  Shannon Muchow  
Sheldon Ochiti  Dan Pemberton  
Maurice Portnoy  Anne Marie Radel  
Richard Raskoff  Bill Ratner  
Bob Reeves  Ed Reynolds  
Larrie Rhodes  Maria Rodriguez  
Ray Rodriguez  Andy Romanisky  
Ronald Roscoe  Earl Roth  
Stanley Salmore  Jim Sivazlian  
Nathan  Spiewak  Oscar Stein  
Dave Steinbacher  Chip Stevens  
Bob Stiles  Sharon Fine  
Alice Stone  Michael Sugar  
Howard Swerdlick  David Timmerman  
Maurice Vasquez  Karen Vegtel  
Karen Velarde  Lucie Volotsky  
Joe Weber  Bruce Wiener  
Rochelle Wiener  Dave Worley  
 

Wings & Meeting Staff 
Publisher: Ed Reynolds 
Editor: Ed Reynolds 
Photographers: Larry Kushner, Dave 
Anderson, Judy Lamppu, Andy Kopetzky, 
Michael Sugar 
Audio & Video: Max Carlisle 
Meeting Secretaries: Marion Lovelace, 
Shirley Andrews 
Programs & Speakers: Bob Eisenhart 
Tours: Barry Chapman 
Events: Maria Rodriguez 
Treasurer: Gordon Fell 
Hats & Shirts: David Alvarez, Bruce Schultz 
Name Tags: Ed Reynolds 
Raffle Tickets: David Greenburg, Lee Ambers 

Raffle: Fred Kaplan, Ed Reynolds 
Decorations: Fred Kaplan, Bill Ratner 
Technical Assistance: Max Carlisle 
Coffee & Donut Crew: Barry Chapman,  
Mark Ax, Karen & Tim Velarde, 
Room Setup Crew: David Greenburg, David 
Tostenson, John Boiko, Bill Ratner, Dave 
Steinbacher 
 

Board of Directors  
501c 7, Social Club 

President:  Ed Reynolds 
Vice President: Bill Ratner 
Treasurer:  Gordon Fell 
Secretary:  Nancy Eisenhart 
Member:  Dave Anderson 
Member:  Bob Eisenhart 
Member:  Bruce Schultz 
 

Reminder 
Wings Over Wendy’s monthly 

food drive is Monday, OCT 6th 
 

 

 

NEW! T-Shirts 
For casual wear – NOT at Meetings! 
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Wings Over Wendy's 
Order Jackets, T-shirts, Polo shirts, 

and/or Hats  
from David Alverez 

818-389-2035 
dfsadraw@aol.com 

or 
Bruce Schultz 
818 489-4021 

bschultz49@gmail.com 

Order Name Tags from 
Ed Reynolds 818-421-8946 
ed_reynoldsjr@msn.com 

 

WOW Events Calendar Additions 

Due to the high participation of Wings Over 

Wendy's members in their events, the 

teamup.com WOW Events Calendar has been 

expanded to include ANA Meetings, 

MOAA/MOWW Meetings, Gratitude Events.  

The key is: kswpwdaeovnb1jans4 

 
OCT 14th RAMS Practice Field Tour 8:30 
OCT 16th Bowers Museum Tour 8:30 bus 
OCT 17th Aviation Career Day 9am – 12:30pm 

 
 
HONORING VETERANS DAY EVENTS 
NOV 1st Canoga Park Women's Club 11am 
NOV 7th Lawrence Middle School 11am-1pm 
NOV 11th SFV Veterans Day Parade 
NOV 11th Malibu “Public Ceremony” 11>12:30 
NOV 12th West Valley Christian Church School 

NOV 18th Pomelo “Heros Feast” 
NOV 20th Canoga Park Elks Lodge Dinner 
  6 to 8PM 
NOV 27th Thanksgiving Luncheon for Seniors 
  Sagebrush Cantina 11am to 1:30pm 
 

DEC 18th WOW Hanukkah Party 
 

mailto:dfsadraw@aol.com
mailto:bschultz49@gmail.com
mailto:ed_reynoldsjr@msn.com
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PIERCE FLORIST

Lori Brainard

10621 Victory Boulevard

North Hollywood, CA 

91606

(818) 761-4280

 
 

 


