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HONORING 

Elmo Maiden’s 100th Birthday 
Date: Thursday, JULY 25th, 2019 

Time: 10:00am to 3:00pm 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 21433 Strathern St, Canoga Park, 91304 

 

Price: Members $35, Guests $40 (includes tax & tip) 
Make Checks payable to: Wings Over Wendy’s 

RSVP by JULY 16th, 2019 
Monday Meetings to Warren Weinstein or Karen Vegtel 

Phone: Karen Vegtel (818) 342-8299 or  
Warren Weinstein (805) 494-8727 

E-mail: Ed Reynolds at wingsoverwendys@outlook.com 
US Mail: Ed Reynolds, 23368 Burbank Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Dress: Wings Over Wendy’s shirts & name tag 

 

WINGS 
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LAFD Air Operations / Fire Station 114 Tour, 
June 27, 2019 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

 

On June 27, 2019 20 members of Wings Over 
Wendy’s toured the Los Angeles Fire Dept. Air 
Operations/Fire Station 114 station at the Van Nuys 
Airport. The tour was arranged by Dave Steinbacher’s son 
Bob, President of the Los Angeles Firemen’s Relief 
Association, and Firefighter/Paramedic Air Operations. 
The tour was organized by Warren Weinstein. 

At the gate to the airport our vehicles were let in by 
Bob Steinbacher and directed to the Station where we were 
met by Helicopter Lead Pilot, Dan Child who lead us on a 
tour of the Helicopter Hanger.  

Dan showed us the capabilities of the AgustaWestland 
139, one of LAFD's four Medium duty helicopters. They 
are powered by Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6C-67C 
turbines, together with a state-of-the-art 5-bladed main 
rotor, deliver a high cruise speed even in demanding 
conditions at all weights. The pilots also utilize state-of-the-
art night vision technology to assist ground operations and 
enhance safety during nighttime operations.  

 
Leading-edge technology includes a Honeywell 

Primus Epic fully integrated avionics system, a 4-axis 
digital AFCS and large flat panel color displays in the 
cockpit. As a result of the new design approach the AW139 

uses fewer components, benefits from integrated avionics 
and provides easy accessibility to all systems for simplified 
maintenance tasks. A 480 gallon water tank is attached to 
the bottom of the airship. 

The LAFD also uses two Bell 206 light helicopters for 
training and HELCO (Observation) duties. All LAFD pilots 
are sworn members of the Department and initially trained 
and worked in the field as firefighters. After completing at 
least four years in the field as a firefighter and obtaining the 
necessary FAA pilot licenses on their own time, a member 
may apply for a position as an LAFD helicopter pilot. Once 
accepted into the program, members receive initial City 
flight training from the LAPD, which maintains a robust 
helicopter program of its own, followed by at least two 
years of LAFD Air Operations training. In total, the LAFD 
pilot training pipeline takes approximately four years to 
complete. 

Dan demonstrated the winch capability, hoisting Bob 
Berman off the floor. 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 
(Continued Page 3) 
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He also demonstrated hoisting an individual in a 
stretcher. 

 
Photo by Andy Kopetzky 

Following the Helicopter Hanger tour the group 
walked through the Fire Station Building to the Crash and 
Rescue side (Station 114). There we were shown the 
capabilities of the two Oshkosh Fire Trucks.  

The first was the 1980 T-6 CRASH truck. 

 
Then we were shown the T-3000 FOAM truck, 

 
 

They drove the FOAM truck out on the ramp and 
demonstrated the water discharge capabilities from both the 

main water canon on top and the smaller canon on the front. 
Very impressive demonstration! 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

In Honor of Our Founder – “Crash” Blechman 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

Note the reflection of the American Flag 
We then toured the facility ending up in the dining hall 

where we were able to purchase patches. 
Following the tour, the group drove to the Sizzler 

Restaurant on Sherman Way for lunch. 
Attending the tour were: Mark Ax, Peggy Jean 

Bassett, Bob Bermant, Ron Boggess, Barry Chapman, Bob 
Donovan, David Greenberg, Andy Kopetzky, Larry 
Kushner, Marion Lovelace, Ed Reynolds, Dave 
Steinbacher, Bob Stiles, Michael Sugar, Leon Waldman, 
Joe Weber, and Warren Weinstein. 
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June Speakers 
June 3, 2019 
Curtis Woods 

Dignity Memorial VA 
Burial Benefits 

 
Photo by Mike Sugar 

As a follow-up from the previous month’s visit by his 
colleague Kathleen Gonzales, Curtis Woods spoke at the 
meeting about VA Burial Benefits. Curtis pointed out that 
the VA provides a number of benefits to veterans and their 
family but requires a number of forms be completed to 
obtain the benefits. Curtis works for Dignity Memorial to 
educate veterans on the forms and documents required by 
the VA and asked the group how many were interested in 
obtaining help. 

Enough members expressed interest and Kathleen and 
Curtis set up a lunch for members to bring family members 
and obtain detail information on the VA forms. 

Maja Wolfe 
ClearCaptions 

 
Photo by Mike Sugar 

Also, on June 3rd we were visited by Maja Wolfe 
Territory Manager for ClearCaptions. Maja had visited 
Wings Over Wendy’s in the past and provided free phones 
to several members that are hard of hearing. She visited on 
the 3rd to show us ClearCaptions’ new phone. Every one 
that has a landline is charged a fee that goes into a fund that 
supports Title IV of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). Therefore, the ClearCaptions phones are provided 
at no additional cost to qualified individuals. 

Maja demonstrated the new phone and provided 
information on how to qualify and obtain the phone. 

 

ClearCaptions Phone 
June 10, 2019 

Richard Raskoff 
Ladybug “Bloom” 

 
(Continued Page 5) 
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On June 10, 2019 Richard Raskoff showed us a picture 
posted by the National Weather Service, San Diego of a 
large echo which was caused by a “bloom” of Ladybugs. 
Quoting the article by Jaclyn Cosgrove in the June 4th issue 
of the Los Angeles Times: 

High-flying ladybug swarm shows up on 
National Weather Service radar 

At first glance, it looks like a rain cloud. 
But in reality, the massive blob showing up Tuesday 

evening on the National Weather Service’s radar in San 
Diego County was just a lot of ladybugs. 

Joe Dandrea, a meteorologist with NWS San Diego, 
said from the radar, the ladybug bloom appears to be about 
80 miles by 80 miles, but the ladybugs aren’t in a 
concentrated mass that size. Rather, they’re spread 
throughout the sky, flying at between 5,000 and 9,000 feet, 
with the most concentrated mass about 10 miles wide. 

After seeing it on the radar, Dandrea called a spotter 
near Wrightwood in the San Bernardino Mountains to ask 
what they were seeing. 

 “I don’t think they’re dense like a cloud,” Dandrea 
said. “The observer there said you could see little specks 
flying by.” 

California is home to about 200 species of ladybugs, 
including the convergent lady beetle, according to the 
University of California Integrated Pest Management 
Program. 

In early spring, after temperatures reach 65 degrees, 
adult convergent lady beetles mate and migrate from the 
Sierra Nevada to valley areas where they eat aphids and 
lay eggs. 

In the early summer, once the aphid numbers decline, 
beetles become hungry and migrate to higher elevations, 
according to the UC program. 

It wasn’t immediately known what type of ladybugs 
were causing the phenomenon. 

But at least it wasn’t locusts. 
Photo by Ed Reynolds 

June 11, 2019 
Oscar Stein 

Escape from Budapest 

 
Photo by Ed Reynolds 

Last month Oscar Stein told the Wings Over Wendy’s 
meeting in Tarzana about his escape from Vienna during 
WWII. (see Page 5 of the May 2019 Wings News). 

On June 11, 2019 he continued his story by telling the 
meeting about his escape from Budapest. His daughter and 
two Granddaughters were in attendance. 

Arriving in Budapest Oscar and his father moved in 
with his Uncles in a Jewish neighborhood. He soon learned 
that Hungary treated their Jewish citizens just like any other 
citizen but treated anybody sheltering illegals as criminals 
and would be thrown in jail and their property seized. It 
worried Oscar that he could cause harm to his family. 

Then his father told him he had met a Polish soldier 
that was one of 100 that had escaped Poland after the Nazi 
invasion. They were protected and cared for by the British 
and considered legal by the Hungarian Government. They 
lived in an apartment in the center of town. 

Oscar father was a Polish citizen, so he visited the 
building and told an official they were escaped Polish 
soldiers. His father was 50 and Oscar only 15 but the 
official granted them a legal ID. 

They learned that all 100 were Jewish and Oscar hung 
out with them. In January 1940 they moved to a vacant 
Synagogue complex in a rundown part of town. In March a 
9pm curfew was imposed and then in May the soldiers were 
restricted to the facility. 

In 1938 his mother had registered for immigration to 
the United States. Her waiting period would be two years. 
In February 1940 his mother and younger brother took a 
train to Trieste and sailed to the New York City. Before 
leaving she obtain the funding from a Jewish Relief Agency 
IKG to obtain tickets to New York for members of her 
family. The tickets had to be granted via Brussels and were 
to arrive in the Budapest Office of the IKG.  

After four weeks when the tickets had not arrived, they 
visited the IKG and met an Orthodox Jew, Dr Schwartz to 
obtain the tickets. He asked his assistant to look for the 
tickets in the file in the next room. She reported no tickets. 
After 2 weeks they visited again and were told no tickets. 

They were told that after May 1, 1940 the gates to the 
compound would be closed and they would not be allowed 
to leave. On April 26th they returned to IKG and again were 
told that there were no tickets. 

Oscar’s father then went to the Italian Shipping Office 
and were told the tickets had arrived four weeks earlier and 
were being held in the office of the IKG.  

They returned to Dr. Schwartz and kindly ask his 
secretary to look again. She returned with the tickets 
explaining the tickets had fallen behind the cabinet. 

For the next several days he visited his family. (Note: 
3 uncles, 2 aunts and 2 cousins did not survive the war). On 
1 May 1940 they boarded the train and sailed on 3 May to 
NYC and were reunited with his Mother. In 1943 he was 
drafted into the US Army and fought in Europe. 
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June 17, 2019 
Capt Adrian Herrera 

F-15E Eagle WSO 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

Adrian Herrera is an Air Force Weapon Systems 
Officer with over 900 total hours in the F-15E and 400 total 
hours in combat. Today, he shared his background from the 
Air Force. His father was in the Navy and he attended High 
School in Annapolis, Maryland, 

He chose to go to Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. The 
school did not have an ROTC program, but he was accepted 
to USAF Officer Training School (OTS) telling his father 
he wanted a change from Navy base life. 

Following OTS he was assigned to flight training at 
the Pensacola Naval Air Station. He was selected to be a 
Combat Systems Officer (CSO), which is the new name for 
the basic Navigator position, which has transformed from 
being a navigator to working with combat systems and 
weapons due to the introduction of GPS in planes. As a 
CSO, he was then selected to fly as a Weapon Systems 
Officer (WSO) in the F-15E. Assigned after WSO training 
to Lakenheath air base in the United Kingdom. 

While at Lakenheath, he participated in a variety of 
missions in support of NATO: went to Greece to work on 
practice deployments, as well as working with the Greek 
Air Forces; performed Baltic and Icelandic Air Policing to 
help keep the Russians from approaching their air space; 
and was sent to Turkey during Operation Inherent Resolve, 
which is the fight against ISIS. He also fought for Operation 
Inherent Resolve in Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq. 

In 2017 the USAF selected him to obtain a Master of 
Public Administration degree at the University of Southern 
California. While attending USC he was an Academic 
Advisor, to the USC AFROTC Detachment 060. 

After he shared this background with us, he answered 
many questions about planes and the Air Force. 

John Lee WOW Support 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

John Lee stopped by the meeting on June 17, 2019 to 
thank the Veterans that supported him in the City Council 
District 12 Special Election and to express his support for 
Veterans and Wings Over Wendy’s members. Every time 
he visits a meeting, he tells us that since his family came 
from Korea, they would not have been able to leave Korea 
if the US Military had not fought back the Communist 
invasion of South Korea. 

June 24, 2019 
Paul Cucinotta  

Chief Operating Officer 
Operation Gratitude  

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 
(Continued Page 7) 
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On June 24th Paul Cucinotta shared his military career 
with us. Paul recently retired from the Marines after serving 
for 27 years. He had been interested in being a Marine since 
he was 11 years old. After he graduated from college, he 
joined the Marines in 1992. For the first ten years that he 
served, he did standard overseas deployments. After those 
first 10 years, he was selected by the Marines to obtain a 
Master’s degree and afterward, he spent time in the 
Pentagon as a young captain. When he left the Pentagon, he 
had several assignments: he spent some time in the Middle 
East; worked a lot with Naval Aviation; and did an 
assignment with the US Army 75th Ranger Regiment as 
their Marine Exchange Officer. Paul shared many other 
details and stories about his career, including his current 
work with Operation Gratitude. 

In Other News 

 
Photo courtesy of the Office of Councilmember Bob Blumenfield  

Roscoe Frazier Honored 
at LA City Council. 

On June 14th Councilmember Bob Blumenfield 

addressed the LA City Council and said "Today I honored 
Sergeant 1st Class Roscoe Frazier as the LA City Council 
celebrated the 244th anniversary of the US Army. Roscoe 
is an extensively decorated resident of Winnetka who has 
20 years of service to the US Army. Over his career, Roscoe 
was highly decorated 5 bronze stars, 2 purple hearts, the 
designation as a Master Parachuter, and several other 
awards and decorations. 

During his service, Roscoe fought in some of the 
bloodiest and hardest-fought battles in the Vietnam War as 
a helicopter gunner supporting the Vietnamese allies and 
bringing troops to and from the front lines. During his 
four-month tour of duty, he flew 479 combat assault and 
supply missions, where he earned four air medals and an 
army commendation. 

On top of his service, Roscoe is a very kind and 
caring individual who had endured many hardships but 
told me he would do it all over again to serve his 
country. Thanks, and appreciation are never enough for 
our defenders of American ideals, freedom and 
democracy." 

Rosco was also profiled in the Valley News Group 
weekly editions on June 20, 2019 of the: Warner Center 
News, Valley Vantage and the Las Virgenes and Calabasas 
Enterprise. 

 
Photo by Franky Ortega 

Franky Ortega  
WWII Airborne 

Demonstration Team 
(Continued page 8) 
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The following is Frank Ortega’s report from his 
participation in the 75th Anniversary of D-Day. 
"Approximately 40 members of the WWII Airborne 
Demonstration Team along with another combined 160 
members of other jump teams converged at historic 
Duxford Airport, England on June 3rd. Most team members 
began their cross Atlantic flight in the early hours of June 
1st in order to arrive on June 2nd and take a van caravan 
down to a 1500s Chateau De Plain Marais in the village of 
Beuzeville La Bastille by the Douve River in Normandy. 

In a 75 year ago redux of the Band of Brothers HBO 
miniseries' “No jump tonight”, weather prevented us from 
jumping on June 4th. Rain and high winds on the drop zone 
prevented us from doing a training jump at Duxford 
Airport. And, so, we were left waiting in anticipation for 
the weather forecast for the following day. And, while we 
waited, we trained. We turned the day's disappointment into 
a dress rehearsal for D-Day, putting on our parachutes, 
adjusting our gear, practicing our safety procedures, half of 
the jumpers went up on a flight to put on a show for the 
public. I fortunately had a chance to board D-Day Doll, our 
West Coast bird from Riverside. And then we engaged in 
fine tuning our adjusting of bulky gear and figuring out how 
to load up all of our three-day stay equipment on our 
persons to take back with us back into France. Everything 
we took into England with us we were instructed that we 
would need to bring back out of the airplane including extra 
undergarments, shirts, souvenirs, etc. which of course 
effectively means all of our luggage in our pockets and 
attachable bags.  

The following day's forecast placed us at best as a 
TENTATIVE of being able to make the Cross Channel 
jump. We would only have a short window of opportunity 
due to inclement weather, logistical, diplomatic, and 
permit-related issues. Otherwise, the entire jump operation 
would be cancelled and for many of us our entire Europe 
operation ruined. 

On the early hours of June 5th, most of our time was 
spent sitting around in most of our gear anticipating an alert 
at any moment to suit up with our main and reserve 
parachutes. Finally, we were given the green light after 
some hectic and emotionally disruptive events and after 
some aircraft became unavailable. 

 

After drawing some straws, some of us were left 
behind in England. I was mistakenly not placed on any of 
the aircraft manifests and at the last minute was scrambling 
around to figure out which aircraft I could board. Between 
the long flight walk and the tightness of my parachute, I 
was somewhat demoralized whilst also determined not to 
be left behind in England, all this playing out in front of 
tens of hundreds and perhaps thousands of spectators 
watching us from behind airport security fences. I was 
instructed to follow the director of the operation into the 
lead aircraft. He chose a D-Day veteran Aces High which I 
had never jumped. As the last parachutist on the aircraft I 
had the seat right in front of the exit door with an amazing 
view of our entire flight. The flight itself lasted two and a 
half hours. There were moments where various aircraft 
would fly next to us including WWII fighter aircraft. In one 
particular instance, I could see the face of our regular C-47 
pilot, Dave Brothers, flying D-Day Doll, another D-Day 
veteran. 

 
The gradual transition from the English countryside 

below, to then the English Channel, and then finally the 
French coastline as we approached our drop zone, gave us 
ample time to think about those who jumped 75 years ago. 
We knew that we could only contemplate the conditions in 
which they made this flight. Most of us shuddered to 
imagine. But the waiting. That’s what struck many of us. 
How these soldiers endured the waiting is incredible - 
waiting followed by a sudden angry flak filled sky. 
Personally, I had an opportunity to see the vast amounts of 
crowds who saw us lift off from the airfield as we did an 
extra pass around the airfield to allow the rest of the 
airplanes to create a formation behind us. Across the 
countryside, I kept thinking to myself how incredible this 
all was and how I had been fearful of heights only some 
years back and here I was now looking almost straight 
down at farms, towns, trees, etc. The only thing separating 
me from the ground was a jumpmaster’s command to jump. 
I could see cows in the fields and people looking up at us 
and felt incredibly grateful to participate in such a historic 
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event, perhaps even guilty that I finally had chance to travel 
to the utter extreme of learning from the textbooks that I 
use to teach high school history. There were moments when 
we would cross small channels of water and then finally, 
we left the shores of England. Traveling across the ocean, 
with our modern flimsy life vests that were more likely to 
be the cause of our drowning in case of water impact than 
our salvation and being fully exposed on my left side to the 
elements of the outside of the aircraft, I could feel the 
moisture of the cloud cover along with a drop in 
temperature. Our planned route took us across the northeast 
over the Normandy beaches rather than from the southwest 
direction of the 1944 D-Day route around the Cotentin 
Peninsula. 

 
When we saw Normandy below, all around faces 

changed. Some of us were deep in thought, others in prayer, 
each of us thinking about those who jumped into the 
darkness on June 5, to confront an enemy that was already 
unleashing their worst. Looking outside our windows, 
though, was what we imagined under the light of a full 
moon on D-Day might have been a source of inspiration. 
To our starboard and to our port side, C-47 aircraft all 
keeping pace, all evidence of what President Roosevelt’s 
prediction that “the people in their righteous might will win 
through to absolute victory.” We had 27 aircraft in our 
armada. During the early morning of June 6, 1944, two 
waves totaling 800 aircraft filled the skies. Our aircraft put 
200 troopers out the door. Theirs put 13,000. Righteous 
might, indeed—and it turned the tide of the war. 

We were fortunate to have our team member and 
photographer Gary Daniels in the chase plane during the 
75th Anniversary of D-Day Cross Channel Jump. I could 
somewhat make out our other photographers in the chase 
plane given my position by the exit door. Personally, I 
became giddy with excitement at first site of the gorgeous 
Normandy cliffs and beaches down below. Unlike 75 year 
ago, we enjoyed a beautiful sunlit view a small opposed to 
one filled with darkness and fiery flak. At this point, 
anticipation built up among the first stick who were 

scheduled to jump first. The stick had maybe 14 jumpers. I 
was seated on the starboard side of the C-47 so I did not 
anticipate I would go out with the first wave. If necessary, 
I would be the very last jumper out the aircraft due to our 
method of combining and exiting two sticks together. 
Additionally, normally, the jump master will instruct 
jumper #1 to stand at the door. But due to some 
disorientation in identifying the drop zone, the jump master 
gave the instruction to "Follow me!" as soon as they saw 
the drop zone. Unfortunately, for the first stick, they ended 
up standing and waiting to jump for 30 minutes where we 
circled and perhaps neared midair collisions.  

 
Then, the first stick went out which is probably the 

footage you might have seen on CNN or any other major 
news network. I went out on the second stick after the 
airplane turned back around. I followed the jump master out 
the door as instructed. As I came out, I could see farm fields 
everywhere. From a vantage point it 1,000 feet and back 
quickly descending at around 70 feet per second until my 
canopy deployed. Exit was smooth, parachute opening was 
soft, and the landing was perfect. When I came out the 
aircraft, I remember thinking there was no one ahead of me, 
but then looked back to see a stream of jumpers floating 
down alongside me. It was an incredible feeling to see 
spectators cheering us all the way down. Getting back off 
the ground presented its own challenges with all of the 
weight we were carrying and being in the middle of a vast 
wheat field. It was one of the most indelible experiences of 
my life next to seeing my son's birth. All of the waiting, 
expenses paid, emotional toll, mental anxiety, it was worth 
every ounce of labor that we all engaged in preparation for 
several months and even years leading up to this historic 
jump. It's going to be hard to surpass the level of highs and 
lows that many of us experienced on this trip and is 
definitely something that will forever help me appreciate in 
the tiniest of degrees the sacrifice that our WWII veterans 
experienced 75 years ago. 

Soon enough, after several photo ops, a storm closed 
in on us ending what was a memorable experience. 

Report and photos by Franky Ortega, Social Studies 
Teacher, Daniel Pearl Magnet High School 
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Peggy Jean’s Hanger
A monthly column by Peggy Jean Bassett
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"Best of Best" Flew West 
in his Nanchang CJ-6 

On Saturday June 15th, 2:40 pm the CJ-6 aircraft that 
was reported missing to the FAA was found crashed on a 
hillside in a remote area of the Santa Susana Mountains 
near Sesnon Blvd; two miles north of the North Porter 
Ranch development. It was not clear when the plane 
crashed, there was no fire. The LAFD helicopter lowered a 
paramedic to the crashed plane site, and found the pilot 
deceased, no other persons were found. 

 
Photo from KTLA 

Pilot Dan "Dawg" Delane, 66 years old, was in the 
process of transporting his Nanchang CJ-6 a Chinese basic 
trainer aircraft from California to an airpark in Wyoming 
where he and his wife Lori had recently relocated. His first 
destination was an airshow in Columbia, CA. where he 
planned to celebrate Father's Day with his adult children. 

 
Photo from Dailynews.com 

Captain Delane was certified as an airline transport 
pilot, flight instructor, and flight engineer. Dan previously 
worked with Eastern Airlines, FedEx and as an accident 
investigator for the National Transportation Safety Board. 

During his Active Duty in the USAF he flew F-15 and F-5 
fighter jets assigned to the Aggressor Squadron at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Las Vegas, NV.  

Dan was the "Best of the Best". He had an engineering 
degree and was well equipped to deduce the cause of a 
plane crash. Daniel Delane retired last year as Captain from 
FedEx. He was a proud member of the Tiger Squadron 
formation flying team where his nickname was "Dawg". 

Dan started out flying Cherokee-140 planes while in 
college in 1972. He was based out of Los Angeles 
International Airport while working for FedEx and lived in 
the south Bay Area.  

He was said to be easy-going and had a sharp sense of 
humor. Captain Pilot Daniel "Dawg" Delane and his 
1'sweet baby" CJ-6 have gone West too soon and will be 
missed by many. 

As I, "Plane Peggy" watched this tragedy on 
Television News Channel Saturday PM. Something about 
seeing that plane sprawled out on the hillside stirred up my 
memory, it looked familiar. "I think I know that plane", I 
got out my airshow photo albums and flipping through 
many pages, there she was! Dan's CJ-6, looking so 
beautiful, shiny, and proud, with the painted image of a pin-
up gal lying on a bomb, just below the cockpit window. 

 
Photo by Peggy Jean Bassett 

A few years ago, I took this photo to a Wings Over 
Wendy's Monday meeting and asked around finding out it 
was a CJ-6 trainer aircraft.  

 
Photo by Ed Reynolds 

On June 27th during the LAFD Air Operations tour I 
had the pleasure of meeting Lance Messner, the helicopter 
pilot that discovered the wreckage. 

Although I never met Daniel Delane, I feel I know him 
in my heart, for the love of aviation, God Bless. 

By "Plane Peggy" Jean Bassett 
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From Dakota to Djedeida 
by Leon Waldman 

A reprint from the 483rd Bombardment Group (H) 
Association, June 2015 

The majority of us originals formed up in crews at 
Rapid City Army Air Base December 1943, in time to start 
freezing! Luckily the 2nd and 3rd months of Phase training 
was at MacDill in Tampa. Wow - Florida in the "Season". 
February 28, 1944, we shipped up to Hunter Field, Georgia 
and were given 72 BRAND NEW B-17G's, silver with chin 
turrets and sealed windows for us waist gunners. "You 
better take good care of those planes, they cost $250,000 
each", we were admonished. 

 
Those crews of us who were lucky enough to be 

assigned to a new plane then flew south to the unknown. 
First stop West Palm Beach, Florida, then Trinidad, then 
Belem, Brazil at the mouth of the Amazon, and on to Natal, 
Brazil. Then the big 1,600 mile trip across the South 
Atlantic to Dakar, French West Africa which our new 19 
year old navigator, John R. Williamson hit on the nose. 
There we were served chow by Senegalese ladies with 
pebbles in their faces and men whose teeth were sharpened 
to a point! "Beauty is in the eye of the beholder." 

Next big trip over the scenic Atlas Mountains to 
Marrakesh, French Morocco for a 2 day stay. Next stop 
over the Sahara to Djedeida, Tunisia near Tunis we find will 
be our base for a couple of weeks. Since we are the last 
complete bomb group (H) to go to the 15th A.F., we have 
to wait for our new base to be completed at Sterparone! 
Djedeida was a captured Luftwaffe field full of wrecked 
German planes and I recently came across a great book 
which spoke of the field in great detail. 

It is mid-November 1942 and I am deep in basic 
training at Miami Beach so I had no part in the battle at 
Djedeida which I will describe from the book "An Army at 
Dawn" by Rick Atkinson, Pulitzer Prize winner: 

Major Rudolph Barlow was commanding 17 tanks 
well in advance of the main force commanded by his 
battalion commander, Lt. Col. John Knight Waters who 
was Patton's son-in-law. (Note General Patton has not come 
into Africa yet.) Barlow, suffused with cavalry panache, is 

rumbling along near the village of Djedeida when he spots 
some German planes lifted into the air. Barlow sent the 
forward platoon ahead to scout and found a new airfield 
packed with planes, without sentries posted. 

He radioed his find to Col. Waters and asked for 
orders. Waters, who had spent much of the day hiding from 
these planes, said "For God's sake, attack them!" Several 
dozen ME's, Stukas and Junkers crowded the air strip. A 
few Luftwaffe crewmen waved thinking the tanks were 
Italian until the carnage began. Barlow's tanks destroyed 20 
aircraft and much of the installation and fuel supplies. The 
raid cost him 1 tank and 2 men in a half hour battle - a great 
victory at a time when most of our raw forces were getting 
their behinds kicked. He considered going on to Tunis but 
he was ordered back to base. It was several more months 
before our forces were able to take the area and kick 
Rommel out of North Africa. 

Then of course it was many more months before the 
483rd arrived on the scene and Russ Wayne's crew 
discovered the M.P. Depot nearby, but that is another story! 
 

1st woman to take command of a 
US Army infantry division 

 
LOS ALAMITOS, Calif. (AP) — The California 

National Guard has announced the appointment of the first 
woman to lead a U.S. Army infantry division. 

Brig. Gen. Laura Yeager will take command of the 
40th Infantry Division on June 29 at Joint Forces Training 
Base in Los Alamitos, California. 

Yeager currently commands Joint Task Force North, 
U.S. Northern Command at Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Yeager was commissioned in 1986 as a second 
lieutenant from the Reserve Officer Training Corps at 
California State University, Long Beach. 

She served as UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter pilot, left 
active duty when her son was born and continued her 
military career in the California Army National Guard. 

Yeager deployed to Iraq in 2011 as deputy commander 
of the Cal Guard’s 40th Combat Aviation Brigade, then 
served as a battalion and brigade commander. 
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In Memoriam 

 
Photo  Dwight Fujii 

Lt Col Robert Friend 
February 29, 1920 – 

June 21, 2019 
Tuskegee Airman Red Tail Combat Pilot Lt. Col. 

Robert “Bob” J. Friend (born Feb. 29, 1920) passed away 
from natural causes surrounded by family on June 21, 2019, 
just months shy of his 100th birthday. Born in Columbia, 
South Carolina, Bob’s parents were William A. Friend from 
Quito, Ecuador and Nella Mae (Jones) Liner of South 
Carolina.  

Bob was interested in aviation from an early age. He 
read magazine stories about flying in World War I and built 
models that really flew.  After Charles Lindberg advised 
our Government that in Europe, especially Germany, 
people were being taught to fly, the US decided to keep 
pace and instituted a program called Civilian Pilot Training, 
CPT.  Bob joined the CPT as a sophomore at Lincoln 
University, Oxford, Pennsylvania. He earned a private 
pilot’s license in 1939/40.  At that time the US Army did 
not accept applications for military flight training from non-
whites.  However, at the insistence of First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt and others, a program was established at 
Tuskegee, Alabama to determine if non-whites could learn 
to fly the US Army’s “complex” tactical aircraft.  Bob 
Friend was accepted as an air cadet in the program in 
October 1942.  Upon receiving his wings as a military pilot 
Bob was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and after 
several weeks of transition into tactical aircraft was 
assigned to the 332nd Fighter Group which was to be 
stationed in the European Theatre of Operations.   Lt. Col. 
Friend became the primary wingman to Col. Benjamin O. 
Davis – Commander of the 332nd Fighter Group.  Flying 
first the P-47, and then the P-51 for almost two years, Lt. 

Col. Friend flew 142 combat missions in the P-51 Mustang 
over Europe during World War II. Lt. Col. Friend also 
served as Operations Officer for the 301st squadron and 
was the last Operations Officer of the 332nd fighter group.  
He also served in Korea and Vietnam. He was the Recipient 
of the Congressional Gold Medal (2007); Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Presidential Unit Citation, Bronze Star with 
Flying Cross; 3 Distinguished Service Medals, and an Air 
Medal.    

After retiring from the Air Force in 1972, Lt. Col. 
Friend became the Assistant to the President for Fairchild 
Stratus Companies in Manhattan Beach, California, 
overseeing the design and production of space products for 
the space shuttle.  In his third career he remained Executive 
Vice President for the Stanford Mu Corporation in Los 
Angeles, California, which is a company that produces 
primary space components for the International Space 
Station and other Satellite Systems.  Lt. Col. Friend was 
involved in Research and Development Activities for over 
fifty years responsible for formulating, monitoring, 
evaluating, and controlling programs and projects for 
scientific and technological application to meet USAF 
Special Weapons Fire Control Systems and Major Missile 
Systems strategic and tactical requirements. 

During his career, Lt. Col. Friend obtained a degree in 
Astro Physics under the Air Force Institute of Technology 
and received advanced management degrees from UCLA 
Graduate Business School and the US Air Force Program 
Management Course, Special Weapons School and Air War 
College.  

In retirement, Lt. Col. Friend spent his time traveling 
and speaking at different events about his experiences as a 
pilot with the Tuskegee Airmen Red Tails. He was involved 
with the Palm Springs Air Museum and its flight program 
restoring a P-51D Mustang to flying status. The aircraft is 
painted with the markings that match those from Lt. Col. 
Friend’s P-51 during the war.  Friend also participated with 
other charities, including events with Ride 2 Recovery, 
which supports all veterans coming home helping to get 
them back on the right road. 

Lt. Col. Friend resided in Irvine, California.  He was 
married to Doris “Bunny” Hall and Kathryn Ann Dorsey 
before marrying Anna (maiden name), to whom he was 
married for 51 years, when she died in 2010. He is survived 
by children Thelma Hoffman, Robert J. Friend, Jr., Michael 
D. Friend, Debra D. Carter, Dana A. Friend, Clara Ann 
Browning, and Karen E. Crumlich. His son Darry R. Friend 
died in 2002 while on active duty. He is also survived by 
19 grandchildren, 31 great-grandchildren, and 19 great-
great grandchildren. At his death, he was one of 12 
surviving Red Tail Pilots.  

Lt. Col. Friend was a master bridge player, well known 
and respected nationally, and competed in national 
tournaments in his spare time. 
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A public viewing and memorial will be held for Lt. 
Col. Friend at the Palm Springs Air Museum, 745 N. Gene 
Autry Trail, Palm Springs, CA 92262. The Public Viewing 
will be held on Saturday, July 6 from 12 noon to 5 pm.  The 
Public Memorial will be held on Sunday, July 7 at 11 am.  
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to 
The Palm Springs Air Museum. You may donate online 
https://palmspringsairmuseum.org/donate/  or call 760-
482-1836.  

 
Photo curtesy of Neil Houston 

Dan Holland 
April 25, 1924 to  

May 30, 2019 
We lost another WWII veteran on May 30, 2019. Dan 

Holland flew west on May 30, 2019. Dan had joined Wings 
Over Wendy’s with Neil Houston in March of 2004. He 
served during WWII as a Navigator on B-17s. He was a 
proud Irishman and loved to throw a St. Patricks’ Day 
Party. Services were held at St. Mel’s on June 20th. 

Prayers 
Unfortunately, several of our most active members 

were hospitalized or are either in Nursing Homes or at 
home recuperating from their injuries or illnesses. Our 
prayers are for a speedy recovery and a return to our 
meetings: Ellie Harrison, David Plumb, Ed Moreno, 
Maurice Portnoy, and Tom Villanueva 

Harlis Brend is at a Board and Care House,, 7321 
Oso, Winnetka and would love to have visitors. 

 

July Event is the Luncheon 
For details on the events view: 

www.wingsoverwendys.com 
To see the: Calendar, Roster & Newsletters 

Double check the calendar of events for details, 
changes and additions on the  

TEAMUP app on your cell phone 
the app key is: kswpwdaeovnb1jans4 

Or via the web @: 
www.wingsoverwendys.com 

select: MENU then select: CALENDAR 

 
Thursday, July 18, 2019  

Dinner Meeting at Marie Callender’s Restaurant, 
19310 Business Center Drive, Northridge, CA 

1800 Check in and social hour  
1900 Call to Flight Quarters  
1915 Dinner is served 
2015 Feature Presentation:  

John Gretzinger, US Army Vietnam Veteran 
Please RSVP No Later Than 1600, Friday 12 July 
2019 – Call in Reservations to (818) 800-0698 or 
email gshindler64@earthlink.net . 
Special Note to Wings members: If you want to 
just to hear the speaker and not dine, that’s OK. 
John is a local boy – born in Hawthorne, in 1948.  He 
attended school at Canoga Park HS, and San Fernando 
Valley State College – (now CSUN). Drafted in 1968 he 
served him for two years of flying helicopters in Viet Nam 
with the 61st Assault Helicopter Company (Lucky Stars).  

 

Assembly Day 
July 20th 

Sunday, 9am - 1pm 
Sign up to attend @ 

httpswww.operationgratitude.com/assembly-day-schedule/ 

http://www.wingsoverwendys.com/
http://www.wingsoverwendys.com/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/assembly-day-schedule/
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WOW's monthly food drive is 
Monday, July 1st 

 

We all want raffle prizes! 
Please search your closets and garages and bring your 

items to the next Wings Over Wendy's meeting. 
Suggested Items: Military books, magazines, DVD's, 

tools, etc. Thank you! 

 
 

The Hair Razor Barbershop 
Discount for WOW members 

5950 Fallbrook Ave., Woodland Hills (818) 340-9360 
One of the Wing News advertisers: The Hair Razor -

aka- The Barber Shop is offering a discount to WOW 
members. Call Eddie for a reservation.  
 

July Birthdays 
 

Marge Callahan  July 03, 1927 
Dave Steinbacher  July 06, 1937 
Steve Morse  July 06, 1948 
Howard Davis  July 07, 1936 
Kurt Rademacher  July 07, 1961 
Gary LaPook  July 08, 1947 
John Kennedy  July 09, 1926 
Avery Willis  July 11, 1943 
Bob Thomas  July 13, 1924 
Thomas Cleaver  July 13, 1946 
Louis Kridelbaugh  July 14, 1944 
Anita Green  July 17, 1938 
Nathan Wolfstein  July 21, 1949 
Carl Wakamoto  July 21, 1961 
Jack Taube  July 23, 1927 
Patric Daly  July 24, 1946 
Steve Eide  July 24, 1946 
Lezar Saunders  July 26, 1932 
Elmo Maiden  July 27, 1919 
Oscar Stein  July 27, 1923 
Art Sherman  July 29, 1921 
David Timmerman  July 31, 1963 

New Members 
We welcomed the following new member during the 

month of June 2019:  
Bernard Kendrick,  
Ron Lever,  
Mark Schneider,  
Harry Wachtel,  
George Bielert,  
Montes Lorenzo 

 
Wings News Staff 

Publisher: Ed Reynolds 
Editor: Judy Reynolds 
Reporters: Peggy Jean Bassett, Rex Roche and 
Mike LaVere 
Photographers: Harlis Brend, Ken Mayer, Larry 
Kushner, Paul Boghossian, Ed Reynolds, Howard 
Swerdlick, Allan Hill, and Michael Sugar. 
Video: Mike LaVere 
Secretaries: Marion Lovelace & Shirley Andrews 
Reminders: Connie Hein 
Speakers: Barney Leone 
Tours: Warren Weinstein 
Treasurer: Barry Chapman 
Hats, Shirts & Name Tags: Howard Swerdlick 
 

Questions with no apparent answers: 
1. If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer 
poisonous? 
2. Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C? 
3. Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned? 
4. Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? 
Shouldn't it be called double V? 
5. Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-
100 years to fully work. 
6. Every time you clean something, you just make 
something else dirty. 
7. The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims" 
8. 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich 
had cars. Today everyone has cars and only the rich own 
horses. 

Four great confusions still 
unresolved. 

1. At a movie theatre, which arm rest is yours? 
2. If people evolve from monkeys, why are monkeys still 
around? 
3. Why is there a 'D' in fridge, but not in refrigerator? 
4.  Who knew what time it was when the first clock was 
made? 
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Wings News Patrons 
The following is a list of WOW members who have 
contributed $10 to fund the publication for 12 months.  

David Alvarez  Shirley Andrews 
Lee Auger  Phil Aune 
Mark Ax  Peggy Jean Bassett 
Tom Bates  Bob Bermant 
Darlene Birgel  William Bloom 
Ron Boggess  Paul Boghossian 
Richard Burns  Marge Callahan 
Barry Chapman  Guy Chookoorian 
Patrick Daly  Alex Daunis 
Howard Davis  Gerald Detamore 
Skip DeYoung  Bob Donovan 
Dick Edwards  Jan Edwards 
Bob Eisenhart  Anarg Frangos 
Roscoe Frazier  Midge Gisel 
Anita Green  David Greenberg 
Richard Gross  Dick Guyer 
Ellie Harrison  Connie Hein 
John Helm  Peter Helm 
Richard Hernandez  Manny Iglesias 
Carol Jensen  Annette Kanarek 
Fred Kaplan  John Kennedy 
Richard Kinder  Steve Klausner 
Jerry Knotts  Andy Kopetzky 
Louis Kridelbaugh  Larry Kushner 
Hal Landy  Nonie Lann 
Mike LaVere  Camille Levee 
Sherry Levitt  Hillard Lewinson 
Al Lewis  Morris Litwack 
Ginger Lyon  Elmo Maiden 
Thomas Maiden  Ethel Margolin 
Toni Mattock  Ken Mayer 
Jim McMichael  Monte Merken 
Ed Moreno  Shannon Muchow 
Joe Mueller  Stan Opatowsky 
Dan Pemberton  Ed Phillips 
Maurice Portnoy  Marcene Rankin 
Richard Raskoff  Cleo Reynolds 
Ed Reynolds  Judy Reynolds 
Maria Rodriguez  Ray Rodriguez 
Bob Rose  Ray Rosenbaum 
Abe Rosenzweig  George Rothman 
Lezar Saunders  Bruce Schultz 
Sam Schultz  Phil Shapiro 
Art Sherman  Marty Snyder 
Dan Stark  Oscar Stein 
Dave Steinbacher  Chip Stevens 
Bob Stiles  Alice Stone 

Alex Strouzer  Howard Swerdlick 
Bill Tapp  Jack Taube 
David Timmerman  David Tostenson 
Dorothea Ulyate  Karen Vegtel 
Tom Villanueva  Leon Waldman 
Joe Weber  Bill Wentz 
Bob Shattuck  Nancy Shattuck 
 

 
Photo by Larry Kushner 

Alan & Gary Archer 
Donate a WWII Picture 

Alan and his son, Gary Archer donate an autographed 
picture of British fighters attacking German aircraft during 
the Battle of Britain, July 10 to October 31, 1940. 

Alan was a six-year-old boy in London under the air 
battles. Alan is a collector of WWII memorabilia and 
donated the picture to hang in Wendy’s over the picture of 
Clyde East downing a German aircraft. 
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(818 ) 766-4866
P.O. Box 5066 West Hills , CA 91308

Licensed and Bonded # 704286

www. safer- baby.com
professional installation since 1982

www.hairrazor.biz 5950 Fallbrook Ave.
818-340-9360 or 818-346-2210  Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Shop Hours:
Sunday & Monday: CLOSED

Tues.-Fri.: 7:30am to 5:00pm
Sat.: 7:30am to 4:00pm

(818) 883-7430
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